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REGULAR MEETING                                     MONDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2010 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS                         7:00P.M. 

                 

1. OPENING MATTERS 

 

 A. CALL TO ORDER 

B. INVOCATION: Father John Gibbons, St. Margaret’s Roman Catholic 

 Church 

 C. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 D. ROLL CALL 
 

2. PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS 

 

 None 

 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT – AGENDA MATTERS: 
 
Citizens have the opportunity to address the Council, by registering with the City Clerk 
before the start of the meeting. All remarks must be directed to Council as a body and not to 
any individual Council member or public or elected official in attendance. Any person making 
personally offensive or impertinent remarks or any person becoming unruly while addressing 
Council may be called to order by the Presiding Officer and may be barred from speaking before 
Council, unless permission to continue speaking is granted by the majority vote of Council. 
 
All comments by the public shall be made from the speaker's podium. Citizens attending the 
meeting may not cross into the area beyond the podium.  Any materials to be 
distributed to Council must be given to the City Clerk before the meeting is called to 
order.  
 
Those commenting on agenda business shall speak at the beginning of the meeting and shall limit 
their remarks to 5 minutes. Those commenting on general matters shall speak after the legislative 
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business is concluded and shall limit their remarks to 3 minutes. No comments shall be made 
from any other location except the podium, and anyone making "out of order" comments may be 
subject to removal. There will be no demonstration at the conclusion of anyone's remarks. 
Citizens may not ask questions of Council members or other elected or public officials in 
attendance. 

 

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA  

  
 A. MINUTES: Council minutes of December 13, 2010 
 B. AGENDA: Council meeting of December 27, 2010  

         

5. Consent Agenda Legislation  
 

A. Award of Contract – to Big Star Construction, 270 Lawrence Road, 

Lawrence, NJ 08648 for the 9th and Marion, 8th and Court and Reed and Walnut Roof 
Improvement Project for the Departments of Public Works and Community 
Development at a total cost of $86,470.00 (Purchasing) 
 
B. Resolution - that the City of Reading is authorized to enter into a Contribution 

Agreement with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Department of Transportation 
(PennDOT), attached hereto as Exhibit “A,” establishing the contribution of PennDOT 
(80%) and the City of Reading (20%) for funding of the study phase for extension of 
River Road in Reading, Berks County, Pennsylvania estimated cost of $172,007.73.  
City Council further resolves to authorize the Mayor to execute any documentation 
necessary for the City to enter into said contribution agreement (Law) 
 

C. Resolution - that the Mayor is authorized to file an application for RACP funds 

in the amount of $250,000.00 for the Reading Public Library’s Main Branch Renovation 
Project. The Mayor is further authorized to execute any and all necessary documents as 
required by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (Finance) 
 

D. Resolution - that the Mayor is authorized to file an application for RACP funds 

in the amount of $250,000.00 for the Opportunity House 2nd Street Learning Center 
Renovation Project. The Mayor is further authorized to execute any and all necessary 
documents as required by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (Finance) 

 
E. Resolution - that the Mayor is authorized to file an application for RACP funds 

in the amount of $250,000.00 for Berks Women in Crisis Center Shelter Construction 
Project. The Mayor is further authorized to execute any and all necessary documents as 
required by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (Finance) 
 

F. Resolution - that the Mayor is authorized to file an application for RACP funds in 

the amount of $250,000.00 for the Community Foundation Headquarters/Conference 
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Center Construction Project. The Mayor is further authorized to execute any and all 
necessary documents as required by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (Finance) 
 

G. Resolution - authorizing the scheduling of a public hearing on Wednesday, 

January 26, 2010, the advertisement of, and forwarding for comment the amendment to 
the zoning ordinance which will correct typographical errors and provides clarification 
(council office/law) 

 
6. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT 

 

7. REPORT FROM OFFICE OF THE AUDITOR 

 

8. REPORT FROM DEPT. DIRECTORS, BOARDS, AUTHORITIES, & 

COMMISSIONS 
 

9. ORDINANCES FOR FINAL PASSAGE 
 

A. Bill No. 34-2010 – establishing a four-way stop intersection at N. 13th St and 

Richmond St in the City of Reading, Pennsylvania (Public Works) Introduced at the 
July 12 regular meeting; Tabled at the July 26 regular meeting; Second Traffic 
Study Requested; Second Traffic study performed November 9; Tabled at the 
December 13 regular meeting 

 
B. Bill No 96-2010 – ordering an investigation under the authority of the Home 

Rule Charter Section 216, regarding the use of sewer funds (Council Members) 
Introduced at the November 8 regular meeting; Tabled at the November 22 regular 
meeting; Tabled at the December 13 regular meeting 
 

C. Bill No 104-2010 - establishing a four-way stop intersection at North 13th 

Street and Elm Street in the City of Reading, Pennsylvania (Law/Public Works) 
Introduced at the November 22 regular meeting; Traffic Study to be distributed on 
12-14-10; Tabled at the December 13 regular meeting 
 

D. Bill No 105-2010 - amending the City of Reading Codified Ordinances 

Chapter 11 Housing Section 11- 109 (7) – Failure to Appear for Inspection and the City 
of Reading Fee Schedule, by increasing the fees, as required by the Act 47 Recovery 
Plan (CE07) adopted June 11, 2010 (Business Analyst) Introduced at the December 
13 regular meeting 

 

E. Bill No 106-2010 - amending Codified Ordinances of the City of Reading, 

Chapter 6 Code Enforcement Part 2 Plumbing Code, Part 4 Electrical Code and Part 5 
Mechanical Code to increase the reciprocity fees and exam fees provided for therein 
(Law) Introduced at the December 13 regular meeting 
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F. Bill No 107-2010 - changing the curb line along the east side of 10th Street 

between Spruce Street and Muhlenberg Street as particularly surveyed and described 
herein (Reading School District) Introduced at the December 13 regular meeting 
 

G. Bill No 108-2010 – removing the appeal language from the Blighted Property 

Review Process (Council Staff/Law) Introduced at the December 13 regular 
meeting 
 

10. INTRODUCTION OF NEW ORDINANCES 

 
A. Ordinance - amending the City of Reading Zoning Ordinance codified as 

Chapter 27 of the City of Reading ordinances to correct typographical errors, adjust and 
clarify the zoning ordinance adopted July 2010 and  to establish requirements for 
nonconforming use, permit auto repair and car washes as a permitted by right use in the 
manufacturing-commercial zoning district, to reduce the maximum square foot of a 
garage /carport in the r-1a zoning district to 600 square feet, to increase the maximum 
square footage of a garage/carport in a r-1 zoning district to 600 square feet, establish 
additional requirements for newly built or placed dwelling unit in r-1 zoning district, 
provide for a maximum percentage of land for parking in front yard in r-2 zoning district, 
amend hours of operation for a social club as well as establish minimum lot area, 
provide maximum number of children in a day care home with lot size of less than 2500 
square feet, add laundromats and personal service businesses by right in c-h zoning 
district, establish access requirements for multiple occupancy building, limit yard sales 
to four times per year per lot and two days, authorize council to make modifications of 
listed requirements through conditional use process, add requirements for operation of 
a day care, clarify measurements for fence and wall construction, limiting two access 
driveways, require minimum of five parking spaces for  restaurants, taverns and 
nightclubs, and add definitions (Law) 
 

 
Pending Legislation 

 

Bill No 92-2010   - amending the City of Reading Codified Ordinances Chapter 1 

Administration and Government, Section 186 Fiscal Provisions by providing clarifying 
language regarding Council approval of transfers to and from all City fund accounts 
(Waltman/Council Staff) ) Introduced at the October 25 regular meeting; Tabled at 
the November 8 regular meeting 
 

 

11. RESOLUTIONS 
 

A. Resolution – authorizing the disposition of tax records as attached (Finance) 

 

B. Resolution – authorizing the agreement with the Reading Area Water Authority 
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as attached (Council) 
 

12. PUBLIC COMMENT – GENERAL MATTERS 
 

13. COUNCIL BUSINESS / COMMENTS 

 
14. COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE 

 
Monday, December 27 

Committee of the Whole – Council Office – 5 pm 

Regular Meeting – Council Chambers – 7 pm 

 

Friday, December 31 

**City Hall Closed – New Year’s Holiday** 

 

Monday, January 3 

Administrative Oversight Committee – Council Office – 5 pm 

Public Safety Committee – Council Office – 5 pm 

 

Thursday, January 6 

Termination Hearing – Council Chambers – 4:30 pm 

 

Monday, January 10 

Committee of the Whole – Council Office – 5 pm 

Regular Meeting – Council Chambers – 7 pm 

 

Tuesday, January 25 

Conditional Use Hearings 5 pm 

 

Wednesday, January 26 

Zoning Amendment Hearing 5 pm  
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15. BAC AND COMMUNITY GROUP MEETING SCHEDULE 
 

Monday, December 27 

DID Authority – Reading Eagle 3rd Floor Conference Room – noon 

BARTA – BARTA Office – 3 pm 

District 7 Crime Watch – Holy Spirit Church – 7 pm 

 

Tuesday, December 28 

Housing Authority Workshop – WC Building – 4 pm 

Housing Authority – WC Building – 5 pm 

Planning Commission – Penn Room – 7 pm 

Penn’s Commons Neighborhood Group – Penn’s Commons Meeting Room – 7 pm 

 

Monday, January 3 

Centre Park Artifacts Bank – 705 N 5th St – noon 

Shade Tree Commission – Planning Conference Room – 6 pm 

 

Tuesday, January 4 

Charter Board – Penn Room – 7 pm 

 

Wednesday, January 5 

Reading Elderly Housing Crime Watch – Front & Washington Sts – 2:30 pm 

Board of Health – Penn Room – 6 pm 

District 2 Crime Watch – St. Paul’s Lutheran Church – 6:30 pm 

 

Thursday, January 6 

Police Civil Service Board – Penn Room – noon 

Glenside Community Council – Christ Lutheran Church – 6:30 pm 

District 3 Crime Watch – Calvary Baptist Church – 7 pm 

 

Sunday, January 9 

College Heights Community Council – Nativity Lutheran Church – 7 pm 

 

Monday, January 10 

Fire Civil Service Board – Penn Room – 4 pm 

6th & Amity Neighborhood & Playground Assn – 6th & Amity Fieldhouse – 6:30 pm 
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City of Reading City Council 

Regular Business Meeting 

Monday, December 13, 2010 

 

Vaughn D. Spencer, President of Council, called the meeting to order. 

 

The invocation was given by Dr. Sandra Fees, of the First Ukrainian Unitarian Church. 

 

All present pledged to the flag. 

 

ATTENDANCE 
Council President Spencer 

Councilor Acosta, District 1 

Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz, District 2 

Councilor Marmarou, District 4 

Councilor Reed, District 5 

Councilor Waltman, District 6 

Interim Managing Director C. Geffken 

City Auditor D. Cituk 

City Clerk L. Kelleher 

City Solicitor C. Younger 

Mayor’s Assistant F. Denbowski 

Sergeant at Arms, Capt. R. Schafer 

Mayor T. McMahon 

 

PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS  
City Council issued the following commendation: 
 

 Recognizing the achievements of Harold Leifer, accepted by Michael Leifer 

 

 Recognizing the actions of WFMZ employees Matt Roth, Assistant News 

Director/WFMZ-TV; Chad Blimline, Newsroom Supervisor/Berks Edition; 

Patrick Manwiller, Photojournalist/Berks Edition; Jamie Wenrich, Sales 

Representative/Berks Edition 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment at this meeting.  

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA & MINUTES 
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Council President Spencer called Council's attention to the agenda for this meeting, 

including the legislation listed under the Consent Agenda and the minutes from the 

November 22nd Regular meeting of Council.  He noted the need to add the following 

legislation to the Agenda for this meeting as follows: 
 

 Ordinance for Introduction 

o Ordinance – amending the Blighted Property ordinance by removing the 

remaining appeal language, by State statute there is no opportunity for 

appeal until the eminent domain action begins.  

o Ordinance - amending the Zoning ordinance making clarifications and 

adding regulations regarding modular homes.  

 Consent Agenda 

o Resolution – exonerating property taxes for the Reading School District for 

the former JCC building. 

o Resolution – authorizing the termination of the Letter of Credit for the 

Greater Berks Development Loan from 1989. 
 

Consent Agenda Legislation 
 

Resolution 114-2010 - authorizing the Mayor to execute a FFY2010 (36th 

CD year - January 1, 2010 - December 31, 2010) Action Plan Amendment 

to move $54,500 in CDBG funding from the 2010 Street Lighting activity 

to the Renovation of the Third and Court Streets Fire Station activity 

(Community Development) 

Resolution 115-2010 – that the Reading School District is relieved and granted a 

waiver of/from the requirements of posting a bond or surety pursuant to Chapter 22 

Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance Section 309 Performance / Maintenance 

Guarantees (§22-309) of the City of Reading Codified Ordinance for development of a 

Playground with an address of 412 Pansy Street, Reading, Berks County, Pennsylvania 

per the plan approved by the City of Reading Planning Commission on May 12, 2009 

(Law) 
 

Resolution 116-2010 - that the City of Reading City Council opposes the application 

of Orange Stones Co. for a non-conforming use for 1711 Hampden Boulevard, Reading 

Berks County, Pennsylvania, before the City of Reading Zoning Hearing Board on 

remand by Order of the Berks County Court of Common Pleas in the matter of Orange 

Stones v. City of Reading Zoning Hearing Board and Jennifer Guckin City of Reading 

Zoning Administrator, a Mandamus Action filed by Orange Stones, Docket No.  10-

17398.  Be it hereby further resolved that the Solicitor of the City of Reading or his 

designee is hereby authorized and directed to take all necessary and appropriate action 
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to represent the interest of the City of Reading and this resolution before the Zoning 

Hearing Board in the aforesaid matter and any appeal of any decision thereof (Law) 
 

Resolution 117-2010 – exonerating property taxes for the Reading School District for 

the former JCC building. 

 

Resolution 118-2010 – authorizing the termination of the Letter of Credit for the 

Greater Berks Development Loan from 1989. 
 

 

Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz moved, seconded by Councilor Acosta, to approve 

the agenda as amended, including the legislation listed under the Consent Agenda 

heading and the minutes from the December 13th regular meeting of Council.  The 

motion was approved unanimously. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT 
Mayor McMahon read the report distributed to Council at the meeting covering the 

following: 

 Announcing the increase in some employee contributions to parking and 

healthcare under the Act 47 recovery plan 

 Noting the success of the holiday parade sponsored by DID  

 Announcing the closing of the unfunded debt bond 

 

Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz noted that visitors were highly impressed with the 

cleanliness of downtown when attending the holiday parade.  She thanked DID for 

their superior efforts in keeping the downtown clean and safe.   
 

AUDITOR'S REPORT 
City Auditor Cituk reviewed his comments on the 2011 budget and read the report 

distributed to Council at the meeting, covering the following: 

 Collection of the Snow and Ice Grant between 2000-2010 

 Collection of the Real Estate transfer tax between 2006-2010 

 Plan for upcoming reports 

 

ORDINANCES FOR FINAL PASSAGE 

A. Bill No. 34-2010 – establishing a four-way stop intersection at N. 13th St and 

Richmond St in the City of Reading, Pennsylvania (Public Works) Introduced at the 

July 12 regular meeting; Tabled at the July 26 regular meeting; Second Traffic Study 

Requested; Second Traffic study performed November 9 
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Councilor Marmarou moved, seconded by Councilor Reed, to table Bill No. 34-2010. 

 

 

 

 

 

Bill No. 34-2010 was tabled by the following vote: 

 

 Yeas:  Acosta, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Marmarou, Reed, Waltman, Spencer, 

 President – 6. 
 

 Nays – None – 0. 

 

B. Bill No 96-2010 – ordering an investigation under the authority of the Home Rule 

Charter Section 216, regarding the use of sewer funds (Council Members) Introduced 

at the November 8 regular meeting; Tabled at the November 22 regular meeting 

 

Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz moved, seconded by Councilor Marmarou, to table 

Bill No. 96-2010. 

 

Bill No. 96-2010 was tabled by the following vote: 

 

 Yeas:  Acosta, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Marmarou, Reed, Spencer,  President – 

5. 
 

Nays – Waltman – 1. 

 

C. Bill No 100-2010 – establishing the Full Time Employee Positions for the City of 

Reading for the fiscal year 2011 (Finance) Introduced at the October 4 special meeting; 

Tabled at the November 22 regular meeting 

 

Councilor Reed moved, seconded by Councilor Acosta, to enact Bill No. 100-2010. 

 

Interim Managing Director Geffken stated that the Full-Time Position ordinance reflects 

the reduction of twenty-four (24) positions, moves the Property Maintenance Division 

to the CD, and adds a legal specialist to reduce the need for outside legal counsel.  He 

stated that if the ordinance is enacted as presented the City will have 636 employees at 

the start of the 2011 calendar year.   
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Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz noted the due diligence used to review the discussed 

ordinance. She stated that she will support the ordinance as presented with the 

Administration commitment of the efficiency and effectiveness of the organization and 

its departments.  She noted the need for offices and their employees to achieve stated 

goals and standards throughout the calendar year.   
 
 
 
 
 

Bill No. 100-2010 was enacted by the following vote: 

 

 Yeas:  Acosta, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Marmarou, Reed, Spencer,  President – 5 

. 
 

 Nays – Waltman – 1. 

 

D. Bill No 102-2010 – establishing the Capital Improvement Plan budget for the City 

of Reading including capital expenditures and revenues for the fiscal year beginning 

January 1, 2011 and ending December 31, 2011 (Finance) Introduced at the October 4 

special meeting; Tabled at the November 22 regular meeting 

 

Councilor Waltman moved, seconded by Councilor Acosta, to enact Bill No. 102-2010. 

 

Interim Managing Director Geffken noted the good and stellar review of the projects 

planned in the 2011 CIP.  He stated that this review caused some adjustment reflected 

in the plan considered this evening.  He stated that the CIP is a living document that 

can be adjusted with Council’s approval throughout the calendar year. 

 

Bill No. 102-2010 was enacted by the following vote: 

 

 Yeas:  Acosta, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Marmarou, Reed, Waltman, Spencer, 

 President – 6. 
 

 Nays – None – 0. 

 

E. Bill No 103-2010 - amending Chapter 1 Administration and Government  

Part 5 Boards, Commissions, Committees and Councils Subpart G Planning 

Commission Section 1-571 Creation of Commission by reducing the number of 

members from seven (7) to five (5) (Law) Introduced at the November 22 regular 

meeting 
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Councilor Reed moved, seconded by Councilor Marmarou, to enact Bill No. 103-2010. 

 

Councilor Reed stated that the Planning Commission supports the amendment.  She 

noted however how that the amendment does not lessen the authority or duties of the 

Planning Commission.  She also noted the need for the Council Administrative 

Oversight Committee to identify qualified candidates to serve on the Planning 

Commission  

 

Council President Spencer stated that the amendment was requested to assist the 

Planning Commission with quorum issues.   

 

 

Bill No. 103-2010 was enacted by the following vote: 

 

Yeas:  Acosta, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Marmarou, Reed, Waltman, Spencer,  

President    – 6 . 
 

 Nays: None – 0    
 

F. Bill No 104-2010 - establishing a four-way stop intersection at North 13th Street 

and Elm Street in the City of Reading, Pennsylvania (Law/Public Works) Introduced at 

the November 22 regular meeting; Traffic Study to be distributed on 12-14-10 

 

Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz moved, seconded by Councilor Acosta, to tabled 

Bill No. 104-2010. 
 

Bill No. 104-2010 was tabled by the following vote: 

 

Yeas:   Acosta, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Marmarou, Reed, Waltman, Spencer, 

President – 6. 

 

 Nays:  None– 0. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW ORDINANCES 
Council President Spencer read the following ordinances into the record: 
 

A. Ordinance - amending the City of Reading Codified Ordinances Chapter 11 

Housing Section 11- 109 (7) – Failure to Appear for Inspection and the City of Reading 
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Fee Schedule, by increasing the fees, as required by the Act 47 Recovery Plan (CE07) 

adopted June 11, 2010 (Business Analyst) 
 

B. Ordinance - amending Codified Ordinances of the City of Reading, Chapter 6 

Code Enforcement Part 2 Plumbing Code, Part 4 Electrical Code and Part 5 Mechanical 

Code to increase the reciprocity fees and exam fees provided for therein (Law) 
 

C. Ordinance - changing the curb line along the east side of 10th Street between 

Spruce Street and Muhlenberg Street as particularly surveyed and described herein 

(Reading School District) 

 

D. Ordinance – amending the Blighted Property ordinance by removing the 

remaining appeal language, by State statute there is no opportunity for appeal until the 

eminent domain action begins. 

 

E. Ordinance - amending the Zoning ordinance making clarifications and adding 

regulations regarding modular homes.  

 

RESOLUTIONS 

Resolution 119–2010 - appointing Ellen Horan to the Main Street Board (Admin 

Oversight) 

 

Resolution 120 – 2010- appointing Charles Broad to the Main Street Board (Admin 

Oversight) 

 

Resolution 121–2010 - reappointing Wayne Bealer to the Planning Commission 

(Admin Oversight) 

 

The Administrative Oversight Committee moved to adopt Resolutions 119-2010 – 

121-2010 
 

Councilor Marmarou noted the skill and ability of those being appointed and 

reappointed this evening.  
 

Resolutions 119-2010 – 121-2010 were adopted by the following vote:  
 

Yeas:   Acosta, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Marmarou, Reed, Waltman, Spencer, 

President – 6. 
 

 Nays:  None– 0. 
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COUNCIL COMMENT 
Councilor Waltman commended the Centre Park Historic District for their annual 

Holiday House Tour conducted through a huge volunteer effort.   

 

Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz noted the upcoming Pagoda activities and the New 

Years Eve fireworks planned for Mount Penn.  

 

Councilor Marmarou noted the success of the College Heights Community Council 

holiday party.  He stated that in addition to the party the group discussed the issues 

pending with the Caum home and the fight against Orange Stone using the facility for 

something other than residential use.   

 

Councilor Reed also congratulated the Centre Park Historic District for their annual 

holiday tour.  She noted the great volunteer efforts that go into making this event a 

huge success.  

 

Councilor Reed noted the many wonderful small business located within Reading and 

she suggested that when holiday shopping citizens should support those wonderful 

downtown business.   

 

Council President Spencer reviewed the upcoming meeting agenda. 

 

Councilor Marmarou moved, seconded by Councilor Acosta, to adjourn the regular 

meeting of Council. 

Respectfully submitted by Linda A. Kelleher CMC, City Clerk 
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TO: City Council 
FROM: Tammi Reinhart, Purchasing Coordinator 
PREPARED BY: Tammi Reinhart, Purchasing Coordinator 
MEETING DATE: December 27, 2010 
AGENDA MEMO DATE: December 22, 2010 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Awarding of Contract for the 9th and Marion, 8th and 

Court and Reed and Walnut Roof Improvement 
Project. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
The recommendation is to award the contract to Big Star Construction, 270 Lawrence 
Road, Lawrence, NJ 08648 for the 9th and Marion, 8th and Court and Reed and Walnut 
Roof Improvement Project for the Departments of Public Works and Community 
Development.   
 
BACKGROUND 
Bids for Roof Improvement Project for the Departments of Public Works and Community 
Development were received on December 21, 2010.  The bid award is based on the 
roof improvement project for the various Firehouses and EMS Station.   
 
A copy of the Schedule of Bids is attached for your review.   
 
BUDGETARY IMPACT 
The Departments of Community Development and Public Works and Accounting have 
confirmed that there are funds sufficient for this contract in the HUD-CDBG funding.   
 
PREVIOUS ACTION 
None 
 
SUBSEQUENT ACTION 
Formal action by Council is needed to award the contract at the December 27, 2010 
meeting. 

 

 

 AGENDA MEMO 
 

 DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 
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RECOMMENDED BY 
Mayor, Managing Director, Directors of Administrative Services, Community 
Development and Public Works 
 
RECOMMENDED MOTION 
Approve/Deny the recommendation for the Roof Improvement Projects in order that the 
contract may be awarded to Big Star Construction. 
 
cc: File 
 
 



17 

 

 

 

 

 

December 21, 2010 

 

To the Mayor 

City Hall 

Reading, PA 

 

 

The following bids were opened and scheduled, with a Contract to be awarded or the bids 

rejected.  

 

 

BID NO. 1101-10 FOR THE ROOF PROJECTS AT THE 9
TH

 AND MARION FIRE 

HOUSE, 8
TH

 AND COURT FIRE HOUSE AND THE REED AND WALNUT EMS 

STATION FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS, CITY OF READING, 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

 

               

BIDDER        TOTAL BID    

Big Star Construction      $86,470.00 

270 Lawrence Road 

Lawrence, NJ  08648 

 

Salata Construction      $ 86,960.00 

310 Church Lane 

Reading, PA 19606 

 

Hutchinston Construction, LLC                           $120,340.00 

150 Oakmont Drive 

Hazelton, PA  18202 

 

 

 

 

TAMMI REINHART 

Purchasing Coordinator 
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RESOLUTION NO.________ 2010 
 

AUTHORIZATION ENTER INTO  
 CONTRIBUTION AGREEMENT 

 
NOW THEREFORE, THE CITY OF READING CITY COUNCIL HEREBY 
RESOLVES: 
 
 That the City of Reading is authorized to enter into a Contribution Agreement 
with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT), 
attached hereto as Exhibit “A,” establishing the contribution of PennDOT (80%) and the 
City of Reading (20%) for funding of the study phase for extension of River Road in 
Reading, Berks County, Pennsylvania estimated cost of $172,007.73.  City Council 
further resolves to authorize the Mayor to execute any documentation necessary for the 
City to enter into said contribution agreement.  
 
 
      Passed Council___________________, 2010 
 
 
 
     _____________________________________  
      President of Council 
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________  
 City Clerk 
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TO:  City Council       
FROM:                Frank Denbowski, Chief of Staff      
PREPARED BY: Cindy DeGroote, Grants Coordinator 
MEETING DATE: December 27, 2010  
AGENDA MEMO DATE: December 22, 2010 
REQUESTED ACTION:     Council approve a resolution to authorize the City of                                             

Reading to file Redevelopment Assistance Capital  
                                           Program Grants for the following: the Reading Public 

Library’s Main Branch, the Opportunity House 2nd Street 
Learning Center,  the Berks Women in Crisis Center Shelter, 
and the Community Foundation Headquarters/Conference 
Center   

                                               
 RECOMMENDATION        
The Administration recommends Council approve a resolution authorizing the City of 
Reading to file four funding proposals through the State Redevelopment Assistance 
Capital  Program to receive funding ($250,000.00) for the renovation of the Reading 
Public Library’s  Main Branch, funding ($250,000.00) for the renovation of facilities for 
the Opportunity House 2nd Street Learning Center, funding (250,000.00) for the 
construction of the Berks Women in Crisis Center Shelter, and funding ($250,000.00) 
for the construction of the Community Foundation Headquarters/Conference Center. 
 
BACKROUND 
The State Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program provides funding to assist local 
communities in revitalizing their economy. The capital projects at the Reading Public 
Library’s Main Branch, the Opportunity House 2nd Street Learning Center, the Berks 
Women in Crisis Center Shelter, and the Community Foundation 
Headquarters/Conference Center are eligible projects for such assistance.  
 
BUDGETARY IMPACT 
None 
 
PREVIOUS ACTION 
None 
 
SUBSEQUENT ACTION 
None 
 
REVIEWED BY 
Interim Managing Director and Mayor 
 
RECOMMENDED MOTION    
Approve/Deny the resolution to authorize the City of Reading to file Redevelopment 
Assistance Capital Program grant proposals for the Reading Public Library’s Main 
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Branch, the Opportunity House 2nd Street Learning Center, the Berks Women in Crisis 
Center Shelter, and the Community Foundation Headquarters/Conference Center. 
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RESOLUTION __________________ 
CITY OF READING CITY COUNCIL 

 
 
 

WHEREAS, the Pennsylvania Capital Facilities Debt Enabling Act authorizes 
funding for eligible economic development capital projects through the Redevelopment 
Assistance Capital Program (“RACP”); and  
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Reading has identified the Reading Public Library’s Main 
Branch Renovation Project  as a project eligible for such assistance (the “Project”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Project will provide employment opportunities, promote 
economic development in the City of Reading and have a regional, multi-jurisdictional 
impact through the enhancement of the Reading Public Library’s Main Branch. 
 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor is authorized to file an 
application for RACP funds in the amount of $250,000.00 for the Reading Public 
Library’s Main Branch Renovation Project. The Mayor is further authorized to execute 
any and all necessary documents as required by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 
 
 
 
                                                                      Adopted on ___________________, 2010 
 
                                                                       
 
 
                                                                      __________________________________ 
                                                                           Vaughn Spencer                                             
                                                                           President of Council   
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
______________________ 
Linda A Kelleher 
City Clerk 
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RESOLUTION __________________ 
CITY OF READING CITY COUNCIL 

 
 
 

WHEREAS, the Pennsylvania Capital Facilities Debt Enabling Act authorizes 
funding for eligible economic development capital projects through the Redevelopment 
Assistance Capital Program (“RACP”); and  
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Reading has identified the Opportunity House 2nd Street 
Learning Center Renovation Project  as a project eligible for such assistance (the 
“Project”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Project will provide employment opportunities, promote 
economic development in the City of Reading and have a regional, multi-jurisdictional 
impact through the enhancement of the Opportunity House 2nd Street Learning Center. 
 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor is authorized to file an 
application for RACP funds in the amount of $250,000.00 for the Opportunity House 2nd 
Street Learning Center Renovation Project. The Mayor is further authorized to execute 
any and all necessary documents as required by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 
 
 
 
                                                                      Adopted on ___________________, 2010 
 
                                                                       
 
 
                                                                      __________________________________ 
                                                                           Vaughn Spencer                                             
                                                                           President of Council   
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
______________________ 
Linda A Kelleher 
City Clerk 
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RESOLUTION __________________ 
CITY OF READING CITY COUNCIL 

 
 
 

WHEREAS, the Pennsylvania Capital Facilities Debt Enabling Act authorizes 
funding for eligible economic development capital projects through the Redevelopment 
Assistance Capital Program (“RACP”); and  
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Reading has identified the Berks Women in Crisis Center 
Shelter Construction  Project  as a project eligible for such assistance (the “Project”); 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Project will provide employment opportunities, promote 
economic development in the City of Reading and have a regional, multi-jurisdictional 
impact through the construction of the Berks Women in Crisis Center Shelter 
 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor is authorized to file an 
application for RACP funds in the amount of $250,000.00 for Berks Women in Crisis 
Center Shelter Construction Project. The Mayor is further authorized to execute any and 
all necessary documents as required by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 
 
 
 
                                                                      Adopted on ___________________, 2010 
 
                                                                       
 
 
                                                                      __________________________________ 
                                                                           Vaughn Spencer                                             
                                                                           President of Council   
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
______________________ 
Linda A Kelleher 
City Clerk 
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RESOLUTION __________________ 
CITY OF READING CITY COUNCIL 

 
 
 

WHEREAS, the Pennsylvania Capital Facilities Debt Enabling Act authorizes 
funding for eligible economic development capital projects through the Redevelopment 
Assistance Capital Program (“RACP”); and  
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Reading has identified the Community Foundation 
Headquarters/Conference Center Construction Project as a project eligible for such 
assistance (the “Project”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Project will provide employment opportunities, promote 
economic development in the City of Reading and have a regional, multi-jurisdictional 
impact through the construction of the Community Foundation 
Headquarters/Conference Center. 
 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor is authorized to file an 
application for RACP funds in the amount of $250,000.00 for the Community 
Foundation Headquarters/Conference Center Construction Project. The Mayor is further 
authorized to execute any and all necessary documents as required by the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 
 
 
 
                                                                      Adopted on ___________________, 2010 
 
                                                                       
 
 
                                                                      __________________________________ 
                                                                           Vaughn Spencer                                             
                                                                           President of Council   
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
______________________ 
Linda A Kelleher 
City Clerk 



45 

 

 
 

                                                  RESOLUTION NO. ______2010 

 

 

AUTHORIZING THE SCHEDULING OF A PUBLIC HEARING ON WEDNESDAY, 

JANUARY 26, 2010, THE ADVERTISEMENT OF, AND FORWARDING FOR 

COMMENT THE AMENDMENT TO THE ZONING ORDINANCE WHICH WILL 

CORRECT TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS AND PROVIDES CLARIFICATION. 

 

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF READING HEREBY RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS: 

 

That the City Clerk and/or the City Zoning / Planning Division is hereby authorized to 

perform the following actions as required by Section 53 PS § 609 Pennsylvania 

Municipalities Planning Code and all other requirements of the  Pennsylvania 

Municipalities Planning Code  in regard to the proposed amendment to the Zoning 

Ordinance which will correct typographical errors and provide clarification 

 

 

1. Schedule a hearing on Wednesday, January 26,  2010 at 5 p.m. in the 

Council Chambers, City Hall; 

2. Advertise and provide public notice of the scheduled hearing; and 

3. Forward a copy of the proposed Ordinance Amendment to the Berks 

County Planning Commission and City of Reading Planning Commission 

requesting their comment. 

 

                                                                                Adopted by Council______________, 2010  

 

 

 

                                                                                _______________________________  

                                                                                             President of Council 

 

Attest: 

 

 

___________________________ 

               City Clerk 

 

(Council Staff)                                                       
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ORDINANCE NO. ______-2010 
 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A FOUR-WAY STOP INTERSECTION AT N. 13TH 
ST AND RICHMOND ST IN THE CITY OF READING, PENNSYLVANIA 

 
THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF READING HEREBY ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 
 
SECTION ONE.  Intersection of North 13th Street and Richmond Street is hereby 
established as a four-way stop intersection. 
 
SECTION TWO. Drivers of all vehicles approaching said intersections shall come to a 
complete stop and not proceed into said intersection until it can be done with safety, as 
provided in the Pennsylvania Motor Vehicle Code.  
 
SECTION THREE. This ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days after its 
adoption in accordance with Sections 219 and 221 of the City of Reading Home Rule 
Charter. 
 
 
             Enacted by Council ________________, 2010 
 
 
 

                                           
______________________________________  

                 President of Council 
 

 
Attest: 
 
 _____________________________ 
          City Clerk 
 
 
Submitted to Mayor: ___________ 
Date: ____________ 
 
Received by the Mayor’s Office: ___________ 
Date: ____________ 
 
Approved by Mayor: ___________ 
Date: ____________ 
 
Vetoed by Mayor: ____________ 
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Date: ______________ 
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BILL NO._______-2010 

A N   O R D I N A N C E 

 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CITY OF READING HOME RULE CHARTER 

SECTION 210 - INVESTIGATIONS, CITY COUNCIL AUTHORIZES AN 

INVESTIGATION, AUDIT, AND STUDY OF THE UNAUTHORIZED USE OF 

SEWER FUNDS BY THE CITY ADMINISTRATION. 

 

THE CITY OF READING CITY COUNCIL HEREBY ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 

 

Section 1.  In accordance the City of Reading Home Rule Charter Section 210 – 

Investigations, City Council hereby authorizes an investigation as follows: 

 

1. That an independent investigation of the City of Reading Mayor’s Office, 

Managing Director’s office, the Finance Department, and all other city and non-

city entities or persons who may have used, or collaborated on the use, of the 

City of Reading sewer funds, the planning on the use of those funds, and the 

longer term strategies regarding explanation and/or payment options to the City 

of Reading residents and City Council.    The scope should include but not be 

limited to determining the following: 

 

a. Who(m) ultimately directed the use of the sewer funds outside of the 

governing laws of the City of Reading? 

b. Who(m) decided and collaborated not to include City Council in the 

financial decision making process? 

c. What criteria were used to determine the funds should be taken? 

d. What budget amendments were suggested to address the related financial 

concerns? 

e. Why no efforts were made to meet with City Council to discuss more 

appropriate actions? 

f. What entities or organizations (internal and external) were utilized for 

guidance in the decisions? 

g. What controls existed in the spending of those dollars? 

h. What analysis was done to identify the original revenue weaknesses? 

i. Who, if anyone, provided any legal guidance to those involved? 
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j. What financial trail exists to determine the dollars were appropriately 

spent? 

k. Was there in any way a deliberate and conspiring effort to not inform City 

Council of the actions that were being taken? 

l. What was the complete financial impact/exposure to the City of Reading 

due to loss revenue, lack of budget adjustments, legal and financial costs, 

interest payments on replacement costs, and any and all other related 

costs to this matter.  

m. What, if any, actions could be taken to remedy any losses, liabilities and 

costs that were a result of any inappropriate, illegal, or malfeasant 

behavior(s) that may be determined. 

n. What systemic changes could be taken to assure the general public any 

inappropriate, illegal, or malfeasant behaviors that may be found could 

be implemented.  

 

2.  That City Council agrees to retain an independent individual and/or 

investigative organization to conduct the investigation of the use of the City of 

Reading sewer funds and to determine any and all City of Reading Charter 

violations or violations of law.  

 

3. That all powers provided by Section 210 of the City of Reading Home Rule 

Charter be utilized as necessary to obtain a sufficient investigation.  

 

4.  That all City of Reading employees cooperate with the investigation.   

 

SECTION 2:  Also in accordance with the City of Reading Home Rule Charter Section 

210 – Investigations, City Council authorizes the expenditure of City funds to undertake 

the investigation of the use of Sewer Funds as set forth herein. 

 

SECTION 3: This Ordinance shall become effective in ten (10) days, in accordance with 

Charter Section 219. 

  

Enacted ________________, 2010 

 

 

____________________________ 
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President of Council 

Attest: 

 

 

___________________ 

City Clerk 

 

(Members of Council) 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted to Mayor: ___________ 

Date: ____________ 

 

Received by the Mayor’s Office: ___________ 

Date: ____________ 

 

Approved by Mayor: ___________ 

Date: ____________ 

 

Vetoed by Mayor: ___________ 

Date: ____________ 
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ORDINANCE NO  ______- 2010 

 
AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A FOUR-WAY STOP INTERSECTION 

AT NORTH 13
TH

 STREET AND ELM STREET IN  

THE CITY OF READING, PENNSYLVANIA 

 
THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF READING HEREBY ORDAINS AS 

FOLLOWS: 

 
SECTION ONE:  The intersection of North 13

th
 Street and Elm Street in the City of Reading, 

Berks County, Pennsylvania is hereby established as a  

four-way stop intersection.  

 

SECTION TWO:  Drivers of all vehicles approaching the intersection of North 13
th

 Street and 

Elm Street shall come to a complete stop and not proceed into said intersection until it can be 

done safely, as provided in the Pennsylvania Motor Vehicle Code, 75 Pa.C.S. § 101 et seq. 

 

SECTION THREE: This Ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days after its adoption in 

accordance with Sections 219 and 221 of the City of Reading Home Rule Charter. 

 
                                                               Enacted by Council _________________, 2010 
 
 
 
                                                                 _____________________________________  
                                                                                     President of Council  
            
Attest: 
 
 
____________________________________  
                      City Clerk 
         
Submitted to Mayor: ___________ 
Date: ____________ 
 
Received by the Mayor’s Office: ___________ 
Date: ____________ 
 
Approved by Mayor: ___________ 
Date: ____________ 
 
Vetoed by Mayor: ___________ 
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Date: ____________  
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BILL NO.    2010 

 

AN ORDINANCE 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CITY OF READING CODIFIED 

ORDINANCES CHAPTER 11 HOUSING SECTION 11- 109 (7) – FAILURE TO 

APPEAR FOR INSPECTION AND THE CITY OF READING FEE SCHEDULE, BY 

INCREASING THE FEES, AS REQUIRED BY THE ACT 47 RECOVERY PLAN 

(CE07) ADOPTED JUNE 11, 2010 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF READING HEREBY 

ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:   

  

 

SECTION 1.  Amending the City of Reading Codified Ordinances Chapter 11 Housing 

Section 11- 109 (7) – Failure To Appear for Inspection and the City of Reading Fee 

Schedule by increasing the fees, as required by the Act 47 Recovery Plan (CE07) 

adopted June 11, 2010 as follows 

 

7. Failure to Appear for Inspection. If the owner or his/her local responsible agent 

cannot be available at the proposed time, said owner or representative shall provide no 

less than 24-hour written notice to the Property Maintenance Division Upon failure to 

give such written notice or upon failure to gain entry, an administrative fee of $50 $150 

will be assessed against the owner or the representative of the owner failing to supply 

written notice or appear. For each rescheduling beyond the second rescheduling an 

administrative fee of $100 shall be assessed in all cases. If the property owner or his 

representative fails to appear for the second scheduled inspection an administrative 

fee of $250 will be assessed against the property owner.  If the property owner or his 

representative fails to appear for the third scheduled inspection, the City shall file a 

suit with the Magisterial District Justice seeking a minimum fee of $400. Failure to 

pay administrative fees shall at the discretion of the Code Official constitute a violation 

of this Code or the City of Reading Property Maintenance Code. Failure of an owner or 

his/her local responsible agent to appear for an inspection as part of an initial 

application or renewal inspection as required to obtain a rental registration and the time 

necessary to reschedule an inspection shall extend the time provided the City of 

Reading to schedule an inspection per said requirements and make a determination on 

an application. Additionally, failure of an owner or his/her local responsible agent to 
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appear for a scheduled inspection shall be considered probable cause for obtaining a 

search warrant to inspect the premises. [Ord. 22-2009] 

 

SECTION 2.  REPEALER. All ordinances or parts of ordinances which are inconsistent 

herewith are herby repealed. 

 

 

SECTION 3.  This ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days after its adoption, in 

accordance with Section 221 of the City of Reading Home Rule Charter. 

 

 

 

Enacted   , 2010 

 

 

 

      

President of Council 

 

Attest: 

 

    

City Clerk  

 

(Business Analyst &  Council Staff) 

 

Submitted to Mayor: ___________ 

Date: ____________ 

 

Received by the Mayor’s Office: ___________ 

Date: ____________ 

 

Approved by Mayor: ___________ 

Date: ____________ 

 

Vetoed by Mayor: ___________ 

Date: ____________ 
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AGENDA MEMO 
______________________________________________________________________
________ 
 
TO:   CITY COUNCIL  
FROM:  MICHELLE R. MAYFIELD, ESQUIRE 
PREPARED BY: MICHELLE R. MAYFIELD, ESQUIRE 
MEETING DATE: DECEMBER 6, 2010 
AGENDA MEMO DATE:  DECEMBER 6, 2010 
 

 
REQUESTED ACTION: Council approve an ordinance Amending Chapter 6 Part 2 
Plumbing Code, Part 4 Electrical Code and Part 5 Mechanical Code as well as the City 
of Reading Fee Schedule to increase the fee for the requisite reciprocity fees and exam 
fees provided for in said Ordinances by $5.00.   
 
RECOMMENDATION: Administration recommends that Council approve the adoption 
of the Ordinance. 
 
BACKGROUND:  The increase is requested because as of January 1, 2011  the price 
for all construction catalog exams increased by $5.00 per base exam from the Prometric 
testing company which is utilized by the City in the undertaking of these exams and thus 
the City fees should match this cost.   
 
BUDGETARY IMPACT:  Failure to adopt this Ordinance will have a negative impact on 
the budget as the City will absorb the $5.00 cost per exam for the approximately 100 – 
120 exams given per year. 
 
PREVIOUS ACTION: None.  
 
SUBSEQUENT ACTION: Council consider this Ordinance for adoption at its next 
regular scheduled meeting following discussion of the same. 
 
RECOMMENDED BY:   Chief Building Official, Mechanical Inspector, Electrical 
Inspector, Plumbing and City Legal Specialist recommend the adoption of this 
Ordinance. 
 
RECOMMENDED MOTION: Approve the adoption of the Ordinance amending Chapter 
6 Part 2 Plumbing Code, Part 4 Electrical Code and Part 5 Mechanical Code as well as 
the City of Reading Fee Schedule to increase the fee for the requisite reciprocity fees 
and exam fees provided for in said Ordinances by $5.00.   
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BILL NO. _______________ 

 

AN  ORDINANCE AMENDING CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF READING, 

CHAPTER 6 CODE ENFORCEMENT PART 2 PLUMBING CODE, PART 4 ELECTRICAL 

CODE AND PART 5 MECHANICAL CODE TO INCREASE THE RECIPROCITY FEES 

AND EXAM FEES PROVIDED FOR THEREIN  

 

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF READING HEREBY ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 

 

          SECTION 1.  Chapter 6 Code Enforcement of the City of Reading Codified Ordinances is 

amended as follows: 

 
 Part 2 International Plumbing Code as adopted and amended  

 by the City of Reading 

 

 §5-202 Amendments 

 

 A. Administration 

 

 4. SECTION 104 Duties and Powers of the Code Official 

 

 ADD ADM 104.3.1 Licenses is amended to increase the Reciprocity Fee and Exam Fee 

for a  Journeyman Plumber,  Appliance Contractor Plumbing and Appliance Installer 

Plumbing  from $65.00 to $75.00.  

 

(a) General License Information 

 

  License   Reciprocity Fee Exam Fee  

 

  Journeyman Plumber      75.00  $80.00 75.00 $80.00     

  Appliance Contractor Plumbing  75.00  $80.00    75.00   $80.00  

  Appliance Installer Plumbing      75.00  $80.00        75.00   $80.00       
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 Part 4 International Electrical Code as adopted and amended  

 by the City of Reading 

    

 §5-402 Amendments 

 

 9. Section 702 Required Inspections 

  

 H. 702.9, Trades Reciprocity, Examination and Annual Fees is amended to increase the 

 Reciprocity Fee and Exam Fee for a Journeyman Electrician, Special Electrician, 

 Electrical Installer A, B and  C  from $65.00 to $75.00. 
 

 TRADES RECIPROCITY, EXAMINATION AND ANNUAL FEES 

 

 License   Reciprocity Fee Exam Fee   

      

 Journeyman Electrician 75.00  $80.00  75.00 $80.00   

 Special License               --------   -----------       

 Special Electrician  75.00  $80.00               75.00 $80.00         

Electrical Installer A  75.00 $80.00  75.00 $80.00    

Electrical Installer B  75.00 $80.00              75.00 $80.00         

Electrical Installer C  75.00 $80.00  75.00 $80.00   

 

 

 Part 5 International Mechanical Code as adopted and amended  

 by the City of Reading 

    

 §5-502 Amendments 

 
 I. Section 110, Licenses and Examinations. 
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 110.1, General License Information is amended to increase the Reciprocity Fee and Exam 

 Fee for a Mechanical Journeyman from $65.00 to $75.00. 

 

 (b) License Fees 

 License         Reciprocity  Exam Fee    

 

 Mechanical Journeyman       75.00 $80.00    75.00 $80.00      

 

 

 SECTION 2.  The Fee Schedule of the City of Reading is also amended in accordance 

 herewith. 

 

          SECTION 3. All other provisions of  Chapter 6 of the City of Reading Codified Ordinance 

shall remain effective. 

 

           SECTION 4.  If any section, subsection, sentence or clause of this ordinance is held, for 

any reason, to be invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of 

the Ordinance. 

 

          SECTION 5. This Ordinance shall become effective in ten (10) days, in accordance with 

Charter Section 219. 

 

 

 

 

                                                                   Adopted__________________, 2010 

 

 

 

                                                                   _________________________________  

                                                                                 Council President 

                    

Attest: 

 

 

 

____________________________________  

                      City Clerk 

 

           
Submitted to Mayor: ___________ 

Date: ____________ 

 

Received by the Mayor’s Office: ___________ 

Date: ____________ 
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Approved by Mayor: ___________ 

Date: ____________ 

 

Vetoed by Mayor: ___________ 

Date: ____________  
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ORDINANCE NO. ________________ 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF READING, BERKS COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 
CHANGING THE CURB LINE ALONG THE EAST SIDE OF 10TH STREET BETWEEN 
SPRUCE STREET AND MUHLENBERG STREET AS PARTICULARLY SURVEYED AND 
DESCRIBED HEREIN. 

 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the Third Class City Code, 53 Pa. C.S. §37918, the 

Council of the City of Reading (“Council”), upon Petition by owners of property abutting 

the proposed street to be vacated, may, by Ordinance, vacate the street described in 

said Petition; and 

 WHEREAS, 10th Street is located within the City of Reading; and 

 WHEREAS, the Reading School District is in the process of having Plans 

approved for the remodeling and addition to the Amanda Stout Elementary School 

which is located along 10th Street in the City of Reading; and 

 WHEREAS, as part of the remodeling and addition to the Amanda Stout 

Elementary School the Reading School District proposes a change to the curb line 

along 10th Street between Spruce Street and Muhlenberg Street; and 

 WHEREAS, upon review of the Site Plan for the additions and remodeling of 

Amanda Stout Elementary School, Council believes that it is in the best interest of the 

residents of the City of Reading that the curb line along 10th Street between Spruce 

Street and Muhlenberg Street be changed as particularly surveyed and described 

herein. 

 BE IT ENACTED AND ORDAINED, by the Council of the City of Reading, Berks 

County, Pennsylvania (“City”) as follows, 

 Section 1. Pursuant to 53 Pa. C.S. §37918 of the Third Class City Code, 

Council hereby approves the changes to the curb line along the east side of 10th Street 
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between Spruce Street and Muhlenberg Street as particularly surveyed and described 

herein and attached to this Ordinance as Exhibit “A” and incorporated herein by 

referenc. 

 Section 2. All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances inconsistent with this 

Ordinance are hereby repealed. 

 Section 3. The provisions of this Ordinance are severable and if any 

provisions, sentence, clause, section or part thereof is held illegal, invalid, 

unconstitutional, or inapplicable to any person or entity, such illegality, invalidity, 

unconstitutionality, or inapplicability shall not affect or impair any of the remaining 

provisions, sentences, clauses, section or parts of this Ordinance. 

 Section 4. This Ordinance shall become effective in accordance with 

applicable law. 

 ENACTED AND ORDAINED this ______ day of ______________________, 

2010. 

       COUNCIL OF CITY OF READING, 
       BERKS COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 
ATTEST: 
 
 
              
City Clerk      President of Council 
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EXHIBIT “A” 
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BILL    N O. ___________-2010 

A N    O R D I N A N C E  

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 1 ADMINISTRATION AND 

GOVERNMENT PART 5 BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, COMMITTEES AND 

COUNCILS SUBPART D BLIGHTED PROPERTY REVIEW COMMITTEE BY 

REMOVING ALL LANGUAGE REGARDING AN PROCESS, AS ATTACHED IN 

EXHIBIT A. 

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF READING HEREBY ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1.  Chapter 1 Administration and Government Part 5 Boards, Commissions, 

Committees and Councils Subpart D Blighted Property Review Committee of the City 

of Reading Codified Ordinances is hereby amended to remove all language regarding 

an appeal process as attached in Exhibit A. 

SECTION 2: All relevant ordinances, regulations, remaining sections of Chapter 1 

Administration and Government Part 5 Boards, Commissions, Committees and 

Councils Subpart D Blighted Property Review Committee Section 1-156 Restrictions and 

policies of the City of Reading, Pennsylvania not amended hereby shall remain in full 

force and effect. 

SECTION 3: If any section, subsection, sentence or clause of this ordinance is held, for 

any reason, to be invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining 

portions of the Ordinance. 

SECTION 4: This Ordinance shall become effective in ten (10) days, in accordance with 

Charter Section 219.  

Enacted ________________, 2010 

 

 

____________________________ 

Council President 

Attest: 

 

 

___________________ 

City Clerk 

 

(Council Staff) 

 

Submitted to Mayor: ___________ 

Date: ____________ 

 

Received by the Mayor’s Office: ___________ 

Date: ____________ 
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Approved by Mayor: ___________ 

Date: ____________ 

 

Vetoed by Mayor: ___________ 

Date: ____________ 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT A 

 

D. Blighted Property Review Committee.80 

 

§1-541. Short Title. 

This Part 5D shall be known as and may be cited as the “Blighted Property Review 

Committee Ordinance.” (Ord. 65-2006, 10/23/2006, §2) 

 

§1-542. Purpose. 

The purpose of these provisions are to establish a Blighted Property Review Committee 

of the City of Reading to implement provisions of the Urban Redevelopment Law of 

1945, as amended by Act 94 of 1978, further amended by Act 113 of 2002, promoting 

reuse and reinvestment in properties in the City of Reading.  

(Ord. 65-2006, 10/23/2006, §2) 

 

§1-543. Creation, Members, Duties, Term and Expenditures of the Blighted Property 

Review Committee. 

There is hereby established a “Blighted Property Review Committee” (hereinafter 

“Committee”). 

 

A. Duties. The Committee will be responsible for the certification to the 

Redevelopment Authority of all properties deemed to be vacant or abandoned. 

B. Membership. The Committee shall be composed of not less than four, and no 

more than seven members, who shall served without compensation. The 

Committee shall include at least one member of the Governing Body, a 

representative of the Redevelopment Authority, a representative of the Planning 

Commission, a representative to be designated by the Mayor, and citizen 

representatives of the City of Reading. Except for the member of the Governing 

Body, members shall be appointed by the Mayor. In the event mayoral 
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appointment does not occur Council may appoint unfilled positions. In all cases 

members are approved by Council. 

C. Terms. The term of each member shall be for a period of four (4) years and until their 

successor is appointed. A member may be re-appointed upon expiration of their 

term. The position of any member of the Committee appointed in their capacity as 

a member of the governing body, representative of the Redevelopment Authority, 

representative of the Planning Commission, representative designated by the Mayor, 

who ceases to be so engaged shall be automatically considered vacant. An 

appointment to fill a vacancy shall be only for the unexpired portion of the term. (Ord 

62-2010; 8-23-2010) 

D. Organization of the Committee. The Committee shall establish its own by-laws, 

establish offices, and elect officers from its own membership. For the conduct of 

any meeting and the taking of any action, a quorum shall be not less than a 

majority of the Committee as a whole. For the purpose of this Part, the Committee 

will be able to begin holding meetings as soon as a majority of the members have 

been appointed and approved by Council. Any action taken at any meeting shall 

require the affirmative vote of a majority of the Committee as a whole. No member 

of the Committee shall be permitted to take part in the discussion or vote on any 

property in which said member has any financial interest, direct or indirect. The 

Committee shall keep full public records of its business and shall submit a report 

of its activities to City Council at least once a year. 

E. Removal of Members. Removal of Members - Any member may be 

removed for misconduct or neglect of duty or for other just cause by a 

majority vote of Council taken after the member has received fifteen days 

advance notice of the intent to take such vote.  Failure of a member to attend 

three (3) consecutive regular meetings of the Board will constitute grounds for 

immediate removal from the Board by City Council.  Failure of a member to 

attend at least 50% of the regular meetings of the Board in a calendar year will 

constitute grounds for immediate removal from the Board by City Council.  

The Chairperson of the Board shall inform the City Clerk in writing when a 

member has failed to comply with this attendance policy.  Following such 

notification, City Council may vote to remove the member and seek applicants 

to fill the vacant position. (Ord 49-2010; 8/9/2010) 

F. Expenditure for Services. City Council may appropriate funds for legal, 

secretarial, clerk, consultant, and other technical assistance, and for the 

acquisition and maintenance of blighted properties, and any other such 

expenses incurred in the pursuit of achieving the aims of this Part. 

(Ord. 65-2006, 10/23/2006, §2) 

 

§1-544. Definitions. 
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For the purpose of this Part, all words used in present tense include the future tense. All 

words in the plural number include the singular number and all words in the singular 

number include the plural number, unless the natural construction of the word clearly 

indicates otherwise. The word “shall” is mandatory and not discretionary. The word 

“used” includes designated, intended, built, or arranged to be used.” 

 

Blighted property - shall include: 

(1) Any premises which because of physical condition or use is regarded as a 

public nuisance at common law, or has been declared a public nuisance in 

accordance with the local housing, building, plumbing, fire and related 

codes. 

(2) Any premises which because of physical condition, use or occupancy is 

considered an attractive nuisance to children, including but not limited to 

abandoned wells, shafts, basements, excavations, and unsafe fences or 

structures. 

(3) Any dwelling which because of its dilapidated, unsanitary, unsafe, 

vermin-infested or lacking in the facilities and equipment required by the 

housing or building codes of the municipality, has been designated by the 

department responsible for enforcement of the code as unfit for human 

habitation. 

(4) Any structure which is a fire hazard, or is otherwise dangerous to the safety 

of persons or property. 

(5) Any structure from which utilities, plumbing, heating, sewerage or other 

facilities have been disconnected, destroyed, removed, or rendered 

ineffective so that the property is unfit for its intended use. 

(6) Any vacant or unimproved lot or parcel of ground in a predominantly built-up 

neighborhood, which by reason of neglect or lack of maintenance has 

become a place for accumulation of trash and debris, or a haven for rodents 

or other vermin. 

(7) Any unoccupied property which has been tax delinquent for a period of 2 

years prior to the effective date of this act, and those in the future having a 

2-year tax delinquency. 

(8) Any property which is vacant, but not tax delinquent, which has not been 

rehabilitated within 1 year of the receipt of notice to rehabilitate from the 

appropriate code enforcement agency. 

(9) Any abandoned property. A property shall be considered abandoned if: 

(a) It is a vacant or unimproved lot or parcel of ground on which a 

municipal lien for the cost of demolition of any structure located on 

the property remains unpaid for a period of 6 months. 

(b) It is a vacant property or vacant or unimproved lot or parcel of 
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ground on which the total of municipal liens on the property for tax 

or any other type of claim of the municipality are in excess of 150% of 

the fair market value of the property as established by any body with 

legal authority to determine the taxable value of the property. 

(c) The property has been declared abandoned by the owner, including, 

an estate that is in possession of the property. 

 

City - the City of Reading. 

City Council - the legislative body of the City of Reading composed of Council 

President and six district representatives. 

Code - the health, housing, building, fire, electrical, plumbing or other related code of 

the City of Reading. 

Commission - the Reading Planning Commission. 

Committee - the Blighted Property Review Committee. 

Governing Body - the City Council of the City of Reading. 

Public nuisance or nuisance - any condition or usage whatsoever in or about buildings, 

structures or land or the streets or private ways and places, or elsewhere, within the 

City, whether public or private, which is found to be detrimental to the public health as 

determined by the Committee or other appropriate City office or agency. 

Redevelopment area - any area, whether improved or unimproved, which the Planning 

Commission may find to be blighted so as to require development. 

Redevelopment area plan - a plan for the redevelopment of all or part of a 

redevelopment area made by a Planning Commission. 

Redevelopment authority - Redevelopment Authority of the City of Reading. 

Redevelopment proposal - a proposal, including a copy of the redevelopment area plan 

and supporting data, submitted for approval to the Governing Body by an authority for 

the redevelopment of all or part of a redevelopment area. 

Residential and related use - shall include residential property for sale or rental and 

related uses including, but not limited to, park and recreation areas, neighborhood 

community services, and neighborhood parking lots. 

Vacant - any unoccupied or unimproved lot or parcel of ground, which by reason or 

neglect or lack of maintenance shows to be unlikely habitable, implying abandonment 

on the part of the previous tenants or owner. 

(Ord. 65-2006, 10/23/2006, §2) 

 

§1-545. Blighted Property Removal. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the Redevelopment Authority shall have 

the power to acquire by purchase, gift, bequest, eminent domain or otherwise, any 

blighted property as defined herein, either within or outside of a redevelopment area 

and, further, shall have the power to hold, clear, manage, lease and/or dispose of said 
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property for residential and related uses. This power shall be exercised in accord with 

the procedures set for hereinafter. 

 

§1-546. Restrictions. 

The Blighted Property Review Committee and the Planning Commission, upon making 

a determination that any property is blighted as defined in §1-544, above, must certify 

said blighted property to the Redevelopment Authority except that: 

A. No property shall be certified to the Redevelopment Authority unless it is vacant 

or abandoned. 

B. No property shall be certified to the Redevelopment Authority unless the owner 

of the property or an agent designated by him for the receipt of service of notices 

has been served with notice of the determination that the property is blighted, 

together with an appropriate order to eliminate the conditions causing blight and 

notification that failure to do so may render the property subject to condemnation. 

The notice shall be served upon the owner or his agent.  

(Ord 10-2010; 3-22-2010) 

(1) Procedure. Whenever the Committee shall determine, after such examination, 

investigation or hearing as shall suffice to inform its judgment, that a 

public nuisance exists or is about to exist, it may order the nuisance to be 

removed, abated, suspended, altered, or otherwise prevented or avoided. 

Notice of such order, bearing the official title of the Committee and the 

number of days for compliance therewith and the alternative remedy of the 

Committee in case of noncompliance, shall be served upon the person, if 

any, whom the Committee deems responsible therefore or concerned 

therein, and upon the owner or abutting owner of the land, premises or 

other places whereon such a nuisance is or is about to be, if any. In case no 

such party or parties can be discovered by the Committee, the order shall be 

served by posting a copy or copies thereof conspicuously upon the premises 

for a period of at least 10 days. 

(2) Contents of Notice. The notice of the Committee’s order shall clearly 

specify: 

(a) The place and manner of the nuisance or anticipated nuisance as 

determined by the Committee. 

(b) The nature or condition thereof. 

(c) The Committee’s order with respect to the nuisance or anticipated 

nuisance. 

(d) The name of the persons found by the Committee to be responsible 

therefore or concerned therewith and the name of the owner, if any, 

of the land or premises involved; in the event the owner or contact 

cannot be determined, said notice shall reflect this. 
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(e) The date of the Committee’s order and the number of days there 

from allowed for compliance with it. 

(f) The alternative remedy of the Committee in case of noncompliance. 

(g) Notice that the persons affected thereby may apply, within the time 

set for compliance with the order, to the Committee for a hearing, and 

may request such stay of execution or modification or rescission of the 

said order as they shall believe just and proper. 

(g) The signature of the Chair of the Committee, attested by the Secretary. 

(Ord 49-2010; 8/9/2010) 

 (3) Hearing and Disposition. 

(a) If any person affected thereby shall apply for a hearing within the 

time provided, the Committee shall promptly notify all interested 

parties of the time and place of the hearing. 

(b) The Committee shall enter upon its minutes such facts and proofs as 

it may receive, and its proceedings on such hearing and thereafter 

may rescind, modify or reaffirm its order and require execution of the 

original or of a new or modified order, as it shall determine and 

direct. [Ord. 42-2009] 

C. No blighted property shall be certified to the Redevelopment Authority on which 

more than ten dwelling units can be constructed under existing zoning regulations. 

D. No blighted property shall be certified to the Redevelopment Authority until the 

time period for appeal has expired and no appeal has been taken, or, if taken, the 

appeal has been disposed of, and the owner or his agent has failed to comply with 

the order of the Blighted Property Review Committee. 

(Ord. 65-2006, 10/23/2006, §2; as amended by Ord. 42-2009, 8/10/2009, §1) 

 

§1-547. Reuse of Acquired Property. 

1. Acquisition and disposition of blighted property shall not require preparation, 

adoption or approval of a redevelopment area plan or redevelopment proposal, but at 

least 30 days prior to acquisition of any property, the Redevelopment Authority shall 

transmit identification of the property to the Planning Commission and shall request a 

recommendation as to the appropriate reuse of the property. The Redevelopment 

Authority shall not acquire the property where the Planning Commission certifies that 

disposition for residential or related use would not be in accord with the 

Comprehensive Plan of the City of Reading. 

2. Property disposed of within a redevelopment area shall be disposed of under a 

redevelopment contract in accordance with the provisions of the Urban Redevelopment 

Law. 

3. Property disposed of outside a redevelopment area shall be disposed of by deed in 

accordance with the provisions set forth in applicable law. 
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4. Power of eminent domain shall be exercised pursuant to a resolution of the 

Redevelopment Authority and the procedures set forth in applicable law. 

(Ord. 65-2006, 10/23/2006, §2) 

 

§1-548. Conflict with Other Laws. 

Should any provisions set forth in this Part be found to conflict with any law of the 

United States or the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, such Federal and or State laws 

shall govern and this Part shall be construed accordingly. Such a conflict shall not affect 

the validity of this Part. 
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B I L L    N O. ___________-2010 
 

A N    O R D I N A N C E  
  

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CITY OF READING ZONING ORDINANCE 
CODIFIED AS CHAPTER 27 OF THE CITY OF READING ORDINANCES TO 

CORRECT TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS, ADJUST AND CLARIFY THE ZONING 
ORDINANCE ADOPTED JULY 2010 AND  TO ESTABLISH REQUIREMENTS FOR 

NONCONFORMING USE, PERMIT AUTO REPAIR AND CAR WASHES AS A 
PERMITTED BY RIGHT USE IN THE MANUFACTURING-COMMERCIAL ZONING 

DISTRICT, TO REDUCE THE MAXIMUM SQUARE FOOT OF A GARAGE /CARPORT 
IN THE R-1A ZONING DISTRICT TO 600 SQUARE FEET, TO INCREASE THE 
MAXIMUM SQUARE FOOTAGE OF A GARAGE/CARPORT IN A R-1 ZONING 

DISTRICT TO 600 SQUARE FEET, ESTABLISH ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS 
FOR NEWLY BUILT OR PLACED DWELLING UNIT IN R-1 ZONING DISTRICT, 

PROVIDE FOR A MAXIMUM PERCENTAGE OF LAND FOR PARKING IN FRONT 
YARD IN R-2 ZONING DISTRICT, AMEND HOURS OF OPERATION FOR A SOCIAL 

CLUB AS WELL AS ESTABLISH MINIMUM LOT AREA, PROVIDE MAXIMUM 
NUMBER OF CHILDREN IN A DAY CARE HOME WITH LOT SIZE OF LESS THAN 

2500 SQUARE FEET, ADD LAUNDROMATS AND PERSONAL SERVICE 
BUSINESSES BY RIGHT IN C-H ZONING DISTRICT, ESTABLISH ACCESS 

REQUIREMENTS FOR MULTIPLE OCCUPANCY BUILDING, LIMIT YARD SALES 
TO FOUR TIMES PER YEAR PER LOT AND TWO DAYS, AUTHORIZE COUNCIL TO 

MAKE MODIFICATIONS OF LISTED REQUIREMENTS THROUGH CONDITIONAL 
USE PROCESS, ADD REQUIREMENTS FOR OPERATION OF A DAY CARE, 

CLARIFY MEASUREMENTS FOR FENCE AND WALL CONSTRUCTION, LIMITING 
TWO ACCESS DRIVEWAYS, REQUIRE MINIMUM OF FIVE PARKING SPACES FOR  

RESTAURANTS, TAVERNS AND NIGHTCLUBS, AND ADD DEFINITIONS  
  

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF READING HEREBY ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 
 

SECTION 1.  The Zoning Ordinance of the City of Reading is amended as 
follows to correct typographical errors, adjust and clarify the zoning ordinance 
adopted July 2010 and to establish requirements for nonconforming use, permit 
auto repair and car washes as a permitted by right use in the manufacturing-
commercial zoning district, to reduce the maximum square foot of a garage 
/carport in the R-1a zoning district to 600 square feet, to increase the maximum 
square footage of a garage/carport in a R-1 zoning district to 600 square feet, 
establish additional requirements for newly built or placed dwelling unit in R-1 
zoning district, provide for a maximum percentage of land for parking in front yard 
in R-2 zoning district, amend hours of operation for a social club as well as 
establish minimum lot area, provide maximum number of children in a day care 
home with lot size of less than 2500 square feet, add laundromats and personal 
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service businesses by right in C-H zoning district, establish access requirements 
for multiple occupancy building, limit yard sales to four times per year per lot and 
two days, authorize council to make modifications of listed requirements through 
conditional use process, add requirements for operation of a day care, clarify 
measurements for fence and wall construction, limiting two access driveways, 
require minimum of five parking spaces for  restaurants, taverns and nightclubs, 
and add definitions  
 
§ 27-301.A. regarding zoning permits, add the following:  “3.  If a property with a 
non-residential use changes ownership, the new owner shall submit a form to the 
City to transfer the zoning permit.  Such form shall be completed to describe 
whether the new owner intends to continue the existing use, or make any 
changes to the use.   4.  See also the requirements of the City’s Housing 
Ordinance, including but not limited to requirements for the designation of a local 
agent if the owner does not live locally.”    

 
§ 27-304B.1. regarding revocation of permits:  subsection f. shall be deleted. 

 
§ 27-607.D. regarding nonconformities, add the following: “9. When a new 
nonconforming use is proposed, the Zoning Administrator may require that the 
applicant describe in writing the proposed operations to allow a review of the 
intensity of the new use vs. the previous use.” 

 
§ 27-607.F. regarding nonconformities, add the following:  “5.  If a zoning permit 
or zoning approval is revoked by the City for good cause, and if the applicant 
does not bring the property and use into compliance with this Ordinance within 
120 days, then the City may consider a nonconforming use to have been 
abandoned.”   

 
§ 27-607.G. regarding nonconformities, add the following:  “In order to claim that 
a nonconforming use  that has been discontinued for more than 12 months has 
not been abandoned, a valid zoning permit shall have had been issued for the 
previous use, unless the applicant shows that a lawful use was on the premises 
that pre-dated a requirement for a zoning permit.” 

 
§ 27-801.2.b. regarding garages/carports, change “700" to “600" square feet. 

 
§ 27-802.2.b., 27-803.2.b., 27-804.2.b. and 27-806.2.b. regarding 
garages/carports, change “500" to “600" square feet. 

 
§27-802, add a new subsection as follows:  “4. Additional Requirements.  Each 
newly built or placed dwelling unit shall have: a) a minimum dwelling unit width 
and length of 18 feet,  and b) a permanent foundation or an enclosure around the 
base of the dwelling that has the appearance of a permanent foundation.  If a lot 
is to be served by a mound on-lot septic system that is a raised above the ground 
level, it shall be located outside of the required front and side yard setbacks, 
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unless the applicant proves to the satisfaction of the Zoning Officer and Sewage 
Enforcement Officer that such placement is infeasible.”    

 
§ 27-803.,  for the R-2 district, add a new subsection as follows:  “4.  A maximum 
of 60 percent of the land area between the front of each residential use and the 
street right-of-way line shall be used for vehicle parking and driveways.  See also 
Section 27-1602.B. regarding parking locations.”   

 
§ 27-804.3.c., for the R-3 district, add the following:  “See also Section 27-
1602.B. regarding parking locations.” 

 
§ 27-808.2.a. regarding Social Clubs and Associations, change “2 AM and 6 AM” 
to “Midnight and 11 AM” and add the following “, and provided there is a 5,000 
square feet minimum lot area.” 

 
§ 27-809.2.a. regarding the CN district, after “Day Care Home”, add the following:  
“, provided that a maximum of 4  persons shall be cared for (in addition to sons or 
daughters of the caregiver) on a residential lot of less than 2,500 square feet.  If 
a day care home is proposed on a residential lot, it shall also meet the provisions 
of this Section 27-1202.D.1.”     

 
§ 27-810.2.a. in C-H district:  add “Laundromats” and “Personal Service 
Businesses” as permitted by right uses. 

 
§ 27-811.2.a. in the M-C district, add “Auto Repair and Car Washes, in 
compliance with Section 27-1105.” 

 
§ 27-903 regarding Multiple Occupancy, add the following: “If a building includes 
multiple indoor  retail sales businesses, each retail sales business shall have its 
own pedestrian access onto a street, sidewalk or hallway, and shall be separated 
from other retail sales businesses by a wall, unless the use is specifically 
approved as a kiosk, farmer’s market, flea market or antique mall .”  

 
§ 27-916.A., after “garbage” add the words “(includes refuse)”. 

 
§ 27-918A.1., change “another district” to “all other districts”. 

 
§ 27-1006.A.7, at the end add: “, as each is defined by Federal regulations.” 

 
§ 27-1006.B. delete subsection 3. 

 
§ 27-1008, regarding parking, change “C-R” to “C-C” and “808" to “807.2". 

 
§ 27-1011 regarding Yard and Garage Sales, change “dwelling unit on the same” 
to “residential”.  Replace A. with the following:  “Yard and garage sales in 
residential districts shall not occur more than four times per year per lot, and 



75 

 

each sale shall not exceed 2 days.”   
 

§ 27-1107, remove the quotation marks. 
         

§ 27-1201 regarding Conditional uses, add the following: “D.  Modification.   
Where an application is submitted for conditional use approval, the City Council 
shall also have the authority as part of the conditional use approval to approve a 
modification of specific parking, landscaping, buffer strip and/or dimensional 
provisions of this Ordinance.   Such modification shall only be approved if all 
requests are made in writing by the applicant as part of the conditional use 
application. Such modification shall only be allowed if the applicant proves to the 
satisfaction of City Council that an alternative standard will be applied as a 
condition upon approval, and that the alternative standard would be more in the 
public interest than the existing requirement.”  

 
§ 27-1202.A. regarding Adaptive Reuse, in the second sentence, add 
“commercial,” before “institutional”.  

 
§ 27-1202.D. regarding day care: 
-Add a new 1(d) as follows:  “In a residential district, the use shall not operate in 
a manner perceptible to the neighbors between 11 PM and 6 AM.” 
-Add a new 2(c) as follows:   “A minimum of 400 square feet of fenced outdoor 
play area shall be provided, unless the facility is within 500 feet of a public 
playground that is available for use of the children.” 
-In 3(b), replace the words after “such” with the following: “plus parking required 
by Section 1603.A.9.” 
-Add a new 3(c) as follows:  “The Zoning Hearing Board shall consider the 
proximity of other day care facilities on the same block in order to review the 
availability and demand of parking.  In considering the suitability of the property, 
the Zoning Hearing Board may also consider the total number of children who will 
be cared for at one time in a dwelling.” 

 
§ 27-1203.D. regarding Conversions, add the following:  “5.  See also the 
requirements of the City’s Housing Ordinance, including but not limited to 
requirements for the designation of a local agent if the owner does not live 
locally.” 

 
§ 27-1301 regarding fences and walls, add the following after the first sentence:  
“The height of fences and walls shall be measured based upon the total height 
above the ground, such as if a 2 foot tall fence is constructed on top of a 2 foot 
tall wall, the structure shall be considered 4 feet high.”   

 
 

§ 27-1401 regarding buffer strips, change “commercial or industrial” to “non-
residential”. 
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§ 27-1504 regarding access driveways, replace the first sentence with the 
following:  “Each lot shall not have more than two access driveways onto any one 
street, unless specifically approved otherwise by: a) PennDOT along a State 
road or b) by the City as part of a subdivision or land development.” 

 
§ 27-1602.B., regarding parking, add the following:  “See also limitations on the 
amount of front yard parking in Section 27-803 for the R-2 district and in Section 
27-804 for the R-3 district.” 

 
§ 27-1603.A.9., add “Child” before “Day Care Center”. 

 
§ 27-1603.A.14., regarding day care parking, after unit, add “(unless no parking 
exists on the lot for an existing dwelling unit)”.    

 
§ 27-1603.A.32. regarding parking for restaurants, taverns and nightclubs, 
replace the last sentence with the following:  “All restaurants shall provide an 
absolute minimum of 5 spaces.”   

 
§27-1603.L., to correct a typo, change “407" to “505". 

 
§ 27-1712, add the following after the first sentence:  “The following signs do not 
need a zoning permit, except for signs of more than 2 square feet each that are 
allowed by subsection “A.” below.” 

 
§ 27-1712, add a new subsection as follows:  “H.  Murals.  An artistic mural that 
does not serve a commercial purpose shall be allowed and shall not be regulated 
as a sign.”  

 
§27-1721, replace “within a reasonable period of time” with “Depending upon the 
degree of danger, the Zoning Administrator may grant an extension, specifying a 
reasonable period of time to complete the repair or removal.” 

 
§ 27-2104.C., change “junctions” to “functions.” 

 
§ 27-2202, regarding definitions:   
-in the definition of “Building”, delete the words “lunch wagons.” 
-delete the definition of “Garage, Public” because the term is no longer used. 
-in the definition of “Home Occupation” under “Minor Home Occupation” add 
“meets” before “all of the”.   
-in the definition of “Mid-Rise Apartments”, add the word “originally” before 
“designed”. 
-add the following new definition:  “Reception Facility - Shall have the same 
meaning as “Banquet Hall.” 
-add the following new definition:  “Shed - A building that is used for indoor 
storage but is not used for storage of motor vehicles or hazardous or toxic 
materials, other than fuel for lawnmowers and appliances.”   
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-in the definition of Traffic Routes, replace (1) with “North Front Street” and 
replace (5) through (14) with the following:  “(5) McKnight Street, (6) Meade 
Street, (7) Noble Street, (8) West Robeson Street, (9) Hancock Blvd., (10) River 
Road, (11) Lincoln Street, (12) CarTech Road, (13) Marion Street, (14) Weisser 
Street,  (15) Gerry Street east of Hancock Blvd., (16) Liggest Av. east of Hancock 
Blvd.”    

 
In the Index, add the following:  “Adaptive Reuse - 27-1202, Auto Repair - 27-
1105, Buffer Strips - 27-1401, Day Care Facilities - 27-1202.D., Day Care Home - 
27-1202.D.1., Definitions - Part 22, Sexually Oriented Business - 27-1203.”    
   

 
 SECTION 2. SEVERABILITY. It is hereby declared to be the legislative intent that if 
a court of competent jurisdiction declares any provisions of this Amendment to be 
invalid or ineffective in whole or in part, the effect of such decision shall be limited to 
those provisions which are expressly stated in the decision to be invalid or ineffective, 
and all other provisions of this Amendment shall continue to be separately and fully 
effective. The City Council hereby declares that it would have passed this Amendment 
and each section or part thereof, other than any part declared invalid, if it had advance 
knowledge that any part would be declared invalid. 
 
 SECTION 3. REPEALER. Any specific provisions of the City of Reading Zoning 
Ordinance, Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance or any other City Ordinance 
or resolution that is in direct conflict within this Zoning Amendment are hereby 
repealed.. 
 
 SECTION 4.  NUMBERING AND LETTERING.  Should any number or letter 
assigned to an amendment set forth herein conflict with or been previously assigned 
under a prior amendment to the City of Reading Zoning Ordinance, then the number or 
letter herein shall be automatically amended when codified to reflect the next available 
number or letter. 
 
 SECTION 5.  All other provisions of the City of Reading Zoning Ordinance, 
Section 27-101 et seq. of the City of Reading Codified Ordinances shall remain 
unchanged and in full force and effect.  
 
 SECTION 6.   Effectiveness of Ordinance. This Ordinance will become effective 
in accordance with Charter Section 219. 
 
      Enacted ______________________, 2010 
 
 
      ______________________________  
                 President of Council 
Attest: 
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__________________________________  
City Clerk 
 
(LAW DEPT.) 
 
 



79 

 

 

 

ORDINANCE ______-2010 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CITY OF READING CODIFIED 

ORDINANCES CHAPTER 1 ADMINISTRATION AND GOVERNMENT, SECTION 

186 FISCAL PROVISIONS BY PROVIDING CLARIFYING LANGUAGE 

REGARDING COUNCIL APPROVAL OF TRANSFERS TO AND FROM ALL CITY 

FUND ACCOUNTS. 

 

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF READING HEREBY ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 

 

SECTION ONE. Amending The City Of Reading Codified Ordinances Chapter 1 

Administration And Government, Section 186 Fiscal Provisions #3 Regulations 

Concerning Appropriations and Transfers by providing clarifying language 

regarding Council Approval Of Transfers To And From All City Fund Accounts.§1-

186. Fiscal Provisions. 

3. Regulations Concerning Appropriations and Transfers. 

A. The authorization and expenditure of all funds and preparation of department 

budgets shall be in accordance with a policy adopted by the Council and a 

financial procedures manual to be prepared and periodically reviewed and updated by 

the Department of Finance. Expenditures shall be executed in a uniform manner for 

every City Department. 

B. The Director of Finance shall prepare and submit a monthly report to the Mayor, the 

managing director, and Council. This monthly report shall include all 

Expenditures, borrowing, or any use for each City Department and each City Fund 

account, and status reports comparing those expenditures with the adopted budget, as 

well as any Department justification of transfer, borrowing, or any use of funds within 

departments, between departments and within or between City Funds account. 

C. In order to allow flexibility in the administration of the City’s business, departments 

may transfer money between line items within the department. A majority of Council, 

in response to any monthly report, may place a limit on the amount of additional excess 

expenditure allowed for any program or line item. This is not intended to restrict 

unduly the Mayor’s ability to manage and administer the budget 

D. Justification for transferring, borrowing or any use of funds between departments 

and/or City Fund accounts must be presented to and approved by Council. The 

financial procedures manual will stipulate the following: 
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(1) Expenditure procedures. 

(2) Justification procedures for transferring money between line items. 

(3) Justification procedures for transferring money between department. 

(4) Administration of petty cash funds. 

(5) Justification procedures for transferring, borrowing, or any use of money 

between City Fund accounts. 

E. Requiring an amendment to the City’s annual Budget Ordinance authorizing the 

transfer, borrowing, or any use of all monies including, but not limited to, transfers, 

borrowing, or any use of funds between departments, and transfers, borrowing, or any 

use of funds in and out of any City Fund account, account or line item either attached in 

part or unattached to a departmental budget. The City Funds include all general, operating, 

capital and enterprise funds.  The request for a budget amendment must be submitted to 

City Council with an agenda memorandum explaining the justification for transfer, 

borrowing, or any use of funds and the proposed use for the funds transferred at least 2 

weeks before the transfer is required. [Ord. 36-2000] 

F. Requiring an amendment to the City’s annual Budget Ordinance to authorize any 

cumulative modification to any departmental overall budget or line item exceeds $10,000. 

The request for a budget amendment must be submitted to City Council with an 

agenda memorandum explaining the justification for transfer and the proposed 

use for the funds transferred, borrowed or used at least 2 weeks before the transfer is 

required. [Ord. 

54-2009] 

G. Requiring City Council approval, via ordinance, for the following: 

(1) Salary increases that were not approved in or included in the budget for the 

fiscal year and fall outside the labor contract for union employees. 

(2) All expenditures not approved and listed in the operating or capital budgets 

for the fiscal year prior to those expenditures occurring. [Ord. 36-2000] 

(3) All expenditures and allocations of $50,000 or more from and to any and all 

agency funds and any and all line-items falling in the Departmental: Non Departmental 

area of the General Fund. [Ord. 4-2009] 

 

 

SECTION TWO.  All other parts of the Ordinance remain unchanged.    

 SECTION THREE. This ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days after its 

adoption in accordance with Sections 219 and 221 of the City of Reading Home Rule 

Charter. 

           Enacted by Council ________________, 2010 
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                                           ______________________________________  

                 President of Council 

 

Attest: 

 
 _____________________________ 
          City Clerk 
 
 
 
(Waltman & Council Staff) 
 
 
 
Submitted to Mayor: ___________ 
Date: ____________ 
 
Received by the Mayor’s Office: ___________ 
Date: ____________ 
 
Approved by Mayor: ___________ 
Date: ____________ 
 
Vetoed by Mayor: ____________ 
Date: ______________ 
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RESOLUTION NO.___________ 
 

Resolved by the Council of the City of Reading, Berks County, Pennsylvania, that: 
 
Whereas, by virtue of Resolution 134-2009, adopted December 28, 2009, the City of 
Reading declared its intent to follow the procedures for the disposition of records set 
forth in the Retention and Disposition Schedule for Records of Pennsylvania 
Municipalities issued in 2009; and 
 
Whereas, in accordance with Act 428 of 1968 (as amended) each individual act of 
disposition shall be approved by resolution of the governing body of the municipality: 
 
NOW THEREFORE, The Council of the City of Reading hereby resolves as follows: 
 
In accordance with the above cited schedule, Council hereby authorizes the disposition 
of the following public records: 
 
Office: Tax Administration Division 
  
2002  Individual Earned Income Tax Returns       1996-2002 Property Certification 
Report 
2002 W-2 Electronic Media      1999-2001 Credit/Debit Property 

Reports 
2003    Business Privilege Tax Forms      2000 Property Ownership Changes 

Report   
2003 Business Privilege License Paid      2000-2001 Property Balance & “0” 
Reports 
2003 Self-Employed Earned Income Tax Reports 2000-2001 Cash Statements     
2003 Quarterly Employer EIT Withholding     2000-2001 City Property Indiv Acct 
Report  
2003 Per Capita Tax Payment Detail                 2001 City Calculated Assessment 
Totals Report 
2003 Property Tax Electronic Payment Media     2002-2003 C/S Prop Transaction 
Maint Report 
2003 Daily Treasury Receipts       2002 C/S Property Payments Report 
2003 Occupation Privilege Tax Paid       2001-2003 City Prop Cash Receipts 
Report 
2003 Property Tax Certifications       2000-2003 Daily Cash Receipts 
2003 Amusement Tax Paid        1999 Bankruptcies 
2003 Individual EIT/ Business Priv Report      2001 Tax Claim Outstanding 
Amt Report 
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Passed Council 
_____________________ 

 
 
 
       
 __________________________________ 
        President of Council 
 
Attest: 
 
_____________________________ 
 City Clerk 
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SECOND ADDENDUM TO THE TO LEASE OPERATING AGREEMENT  
BETWEEN THE CITY OF READING, PENNSYLVANIA AND  

THE READING AREA WATER THE AUTHORITY 
 
 THIS SECOND ADDENDUM, dated this ___ day of _________, 201_ 
(“Addendum Date”) (the “Second Addendum”), is hereby agreed upon by the City of 
Reading, Berks County, Pennsylvania (“City”), and the Reading Area Water Authority 
(“Authority”), and hereby amends the Lease and Operating Agreement between the City 
and the Authority dated May 20, 1994, effective June 1, 1994, as supplemented in 
January 1995 and amended in October 1997. 
 

R E C I T A L S 

A. WHEREAS, the Authority has been incorporated pursuant to an ordinance of the 

Council of the City and is existing under the provisions of the Act of Assembly approved May 

22, 1945, P.L. 382, as amended and supplemented, known as the “Municipality Authorities Act 

of 1945” (the “Act”);  

B. WHEREAS, the City leases its Water System to the Authority pursuant to the 

terms of the Original Amended Lease (hereinafter defined); 

C. WHEREAS, the parties mutually desire to enter into this Second Addendum to 

facilitate the transfer of certain personnel employed by the City and rendering services to, for and 

on behalf of the Authority pursuant to the terms of the Original Amended Lease; and 

D. WHEREAS, the parties desire to address certain financial issues associated with 

the Original Amended Lease. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, the Authority and the City, in consideration of the agreements, 

conditions and covenants herein contained, each intending to be legally bound, hereby, covenant 

and agree as follows: 

(1) Definitions.  Unless otherwise defined herein, all capitalized terms used in this 
Second Addendum shall have the meanings ascribed to them in the Original Amended 
Lease.  

(a) All references in this Second Addendum or the Original Amended 
Lease to the “Lease” or “herein” or “hereunder” or other similar terms shall mean the 
Original Amended Lease, as amended by this Second Addendum.   

(b)  “Original Amended Lease” shall mean the collective agreement by and 
between the City and the Authority as evidenced by the Lease and Operating 
Agreement between the City and the Authority dated May 20, 1994, effective June 1, 
1994, as supplemented in January 1995 and amended in October 1997.  

(2) Transfer of Personnel.   
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(a) Management Employees.  The City hereby authorizes the Authority to 
directly employ all of its management employees.  The Authority shall hire and employ 
the Distribution System Superintendent, the Distribution System Engineer and the Lake 
and Forestry Superintendent on or about January 7, 2011.  The Authority shall hire “first 
level supervisors” as soon as reasonably practicable, but not later than April 1, 2011.  

(b) AFSCME Employees.  The City hereby authorizes the Authority to 
negotiate with American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees Union 
(“AFSCME”) to employ all rank and file personnel required for the operation and 
maintenance of the Water System.    Conditioned upon successful negotiation of a 
collective bargaining agreement between the Authority and AFSCME, the City will 
eliminate all rank and file positions related to the operation and maintenance of the 
Water System on a date mutually agreed upon by the City and the Authority, but not 
later than June 30, 2011.   

(c) Employment Obligation.  Upon the Authority’s employment of each 
employee, the Authority shall be deemed such person’s employer and have the sole 
responsibility for the payment of all employee taxes, compensation, wages, benefits, 
contributions, insurance, and like expenses for such employees.  The Authority shall 
indemnify and hold harmless City from and against all liability and loss growing out of or 
related occurrences happening after the Addendum Date in connection with all 
employee claims or grievances, federal, state and local taxes or contributions imposed 
as required under employment insurance, social security and income tax laws for all 
employees transferred from the City’s employment to the Authority’s employment after 
the Addendum Date.  The City recognizes and agrees that, pursuant to 53 Pennsylvania 
Statutes Section 39374.2, former City employees who become Authority employees 
have certain rights to elect to continue to participate in the City’s Officer and Employee 
Retirement System.  The Authority and City shall comply with applicable laws with 
regard to any employee making such an election.  

(d) Reduction to Lease Payment.  Upon the employment by the Authority of 
each employee, the lease payment shall be reduced by the Operational Expenses and 
Administrative Expenses directly attributed to the City’s employment of such employee 
for the period following such employment..   

(3) Lease Payments.   

(a) 2010 Lease Payment.  The Authority agrees that the Financing Fee 
component of the Original Amended Lease for calendar year 2010 shall be FOUR 
MILLION TWO HUNDRED SEVENTY THOUSAND DOLLARS ($4,270,000).  In 
addition to amounts heretofore paid, the Authority shall make an additional installment 
payment towards the Financing Fee component of the Original Amended Lease in the 
amount of  TWO HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS ($250,000) within ten (10) 
business days of the Addendum Date.  The FOUR MILLION TWO HUNDRED 
SEVENTY THOUSAND DOLLARS ($4,270,000) Financing Fee shall be used when 
calculating any reconciliation of the 2010 Lease payments. 
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(b) 2011 Lease Payment.  The Authority agrees that the Financing Fee 
component of the Original Amended Lease for calendar year 2011 shall be FIVE 
MILLION SEVEN HUNDRED TWENTY THOUSAND DOLLARS ($5,720,000).   The 
FIVE MILLION SEVEN HUNDRED TWENTY THOUSAND DOLLARS ($5,720,000) 
Financing Fee shall be used when calculating any reconciliation of the 2011 Lease 
payments. 

(c) Subsequent Lease Payments.  All lease payments due after the 2011 
calendar year shall be calculated and paid in accordance with the terms of the Original 
Amended Lease.   

(4) Additional Payments.   

(a) Act 47 Recovery Plan.  Each party will negotiate in good faith and use 
its commercially reasonable efforts to reach an agreement as to an additional fee 
payable to the City from the Authority for the 2012, 2013 and 2014 calendar years as 
set forth in the City’s Act 47 Plan. 

(b) Payment for Restriction on City’s Ontelaunee Township Property.  The 
Authority shall pay the City ONE MILLION TWENTY THOUSAND DOLLARS 
($1,020,000), within thirty (30) calendar days of the Addendum Date in exchange for the 
restrictions set forth in Section (5). 

(c) Meter Surcharge Payment.  The Authority shall pay the City ONE 
MILLION SEVEN HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS ($1,700,000), which shall be due 
and payable to the City each billing period during the 2011 calendar year in equal 
monthly installments in accordance with Article VI of the Original Amended Lease. 

(5) Restrictions to the City’s Ontelaunee Township Property.  Except in the 
exercise of its Take-Back Powers (hereinafter defined) or with the Authority’s prior 
written approval, which shall not be unreasonably withheld, the City shall not voluntarily 
convey or transfer any property interest in the approximately one hundred twenty (120) 
acre parcel of land located in Ontelaunee Township, Berks County, Pennsylvania 
owned by the City during the term of the Lease and shall record an appropriate 
document in the Berks County Recorder of Deeds Office evidencing such restriction. 

(6) Take-Back Powers.  The City shall retain all rights and powers by operation of 
law, including, but not limited to, the Municipalities Authorities Act, 53 Pa. C.S.A 5622 , 
to require the Authority to convey the water system to the City upon assumption by the 
City of the obligations incurred by the Authority with respect to the water system(the 
“Take-Back Powers”).  Except as provided below, the Authority shall not take any 
actions which will hinder, limit or interfere with the City’s Take-Back Powers, including, 
but not limited to, entering into any agreement, contract, loss obligation, bond, trust 
indenture or pledge that contains terms that limit, directly or indirectly, or attempt to limit 
the City’s Take-Back Powers.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, the City acknowledges 
that in the exercise of its responsibilities to operate and maintain the Water System, of 
necessity the Authority will routinely enter into transactions, including the issuance of 
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debt, the employment of personnel pursuant to collective bargaining agreements and 
other transactions that may have the affect of increasing the obligations of the Authority 
with respect to the Water System that the City will need to assume to exercise its Take 
Back Powers.  There is no intent to restrict the Authority’s ability to operate and 
maintain the water system by entering into such transactions so long as such 
transactions are entered on commercially reasonable terms, are necessary for the 
efficient operation of the Water Systems, and were entered with no intent to hinder, limit 
or interfere with the City’s exercise of its Take Back Powers. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the City of Reading, Berks County, Pennsylvania has caused 
this Second Addendum to be executed in its name and on its behalf by its Mayor and its 
official seal to be affixed hereunder and attested by its City Clerk, and the Reading Area 
Water Authority has caused this Agreement to be executed in its name and on its behalf 
by its Chairperson or Vice Chairperson and its corporate seal to be affixed hereto and 
attested by its Secretary or Assistant Secretary, all as of the day and year first above 
written. 

City of Reading 
 
 
By:       
 Mayor 

Reading Area Water Authority 
 
 
By:       
 Chairperson 

 
 
Attest:       
 City Clerk 

 
 
Attest:       
 Secretary 

 
 
Seal:              Seal: 
 


